Program Information:
It is extremely important to review and become acquainted with all aspects of a program/school:  Physical: location, reputation, accreditation  Requirements: Admissions process, entrance exams, interview process  Academic: Areas of strengths, faculty, research, publications  Funding: tuition cost, scholarships, assistantships, fellowships  Review program websites in detail before making initial contact  Speak with current students in the program
Enhancing your Application:
 Gain research experience (PSY 490 or 491), at least 2 years. Consider starting as a volunteer in a lab first. The quality of your research experience is critical.  Attend and present at conferences.  Obtain practical experience through volunteer, internship/practicum and/or employment experience: PSY 381/382, PSY 371/372, PSY 255/382.  Establish good relationships with professors in and outside of the classroom who can later support your graduate ambitions and serve as references. Discuss your career plans/ideas with them.  Consider doing an additional major, specialization, minor.  Become an Undergraduate Assistant for a course.  Get involved in extracurricular activities such as a psychology student organization.  Gain leadership opportunities through student groups or research.  Attend a Study Abroad or Study Away Program.
 Maintain a strong cumulative GPA and major GPA. Most programs are looking for 3.5 and above.  Achieve the highest scores you can on the Entrance Exams: GRE, GMAT, LSAT, MCAT, etc. 
Prospective Timeline
Selecting a program and a school should be a 1-2 year process. It is important that you start your search early in your academic career. Engaging in research, internships, volunteer work, as well as your coursework, are a few activities that can help you determine whether graduate school is for you. Psy.D.
Choosing a Graduate Program

Doctor of Psychology (5 years)
Graduate students are trained to become full -time practitioners (therapists).
Clinical Psychologist, Counseling Psychologist, Marriage & Family Therapist.
M.D.
Doctor of Medicine (4 years) (plus a 4 year medical residency)
Awarded by medical schools, this degree gives graduates the opportunity to become practitioners in the field who can write prescriptions.
Psychiatrist, Neurologist
J.D.
Doctor of Justice (3 years)
Awarded by law schools. Psychology background can be a real asset in this field. Trains persons to confront health issues, reducing environmental hazards, violence, substance abuse, controlling diseases
